Evaluation of the disposable Vital View laryngoscope apparatus.
The Vital View laryngoscope (Vital Signs, NJ, USA) consists of a plastic disposable blade containing a fibrelight and a non-disposable handle; there is therefore no need to sterilise the blade and no concern about disintegration of the fibrelight. In a random cross-over design, we compared the Vital View laryngoscope with a conventional metal fibrelight laryngoscope (Welch Allyn, NY, USA) in 100 patients. The Vital View laryngoscope produced a brighter field than the metal laryngoscope (p < 0.001), whereas there was no significant difference in the view of the glottis or the success rate of tracheal intubation. In no patient did any problem occur, such as damage to the laryngoscope blade or loss of light during laryngoscopy. In another 10 patients, prevention of light emission from the side of the laryngoscope blade reduced the brightness (p < 0. 01). This indicated that the brightness of the Vital View laryngoscope is produced by light emission not only from the tip of the blade but also from the side of the blade. Therefore, the disposable Vital View laryngoscope can be used as effectively as a conventional non-disposable laryngoscope.